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Feed the Troops 
To express gratitude and support for the 

US troops stationed overseas, the GHS  
Student Council met a few of the soldiers 
before they boarded flights at the DFW  
Airport on January 19. 
ñThe trip to the airport was a great  

experience. It was fun, but it was definitely 
heartbreaking to see the soldierôs concerned 
faces,ò Senior Stephanie Garcia said.  

The students thanked the men and 
women for their sacrifice and also served 
them lunch as part of the Feed the Troops 
program of the United Service Organization.  

The mission of USO is to lift the spirits of 
Americaôs troops and their families, and  
relies on the generosity of organizations and 
corporations to support its activities.  

The Student Council used money raised 
to pay for a complete BBQ meal for 200 
troops catered by Bucksnort BBQ of Van 
Alstyne.  Jim Smith, owner of Bucksnort 

BBQ, made this possible through his  
generous contributions and donations from 
his business.  His willingness to serve our 
troops and help the student council are 
greatly appreciated.  

 ñIt was nice to give the soldiers a decent 
meal before they left the United States,ò 
Senior Houston Pokorny said. 

Before the troops arrived, the students 
went through a briefing with a USO staffer 
on what to expect and were encouraged to 
sit down and talk to any of the troops who 
were eating.  Guidelines were laid out for 
possible topics of discussion, as well as 
those that should be avoided.  

Senior Kerra Clements summed up the 
experience for the students. ñI thought it was 
nice to do something good for our country. 
Not only did it benefit the soldiers, but I also 
gained a valuable experience from it. I will 
never forget it.ò  

   At the airport were: BACK ROW (Left to Right):  Brent Watson, Riley Bolin, MAdeline Rowe, 
Elisa Korte. MIDDLE ROW: Spencer Lashley, Reid Bolin, Jared Prock, Berenice  
Becerra, Julie Galvan, Sarah Newman, Houston Pokorny, and Sponsor Lindsey Bowen. 
FRONT ROW:  Megan Bullard, Kerra Clement, Alex Lashley, and Stephanie Garcia. 

Student 

Holiday 
 

Monday, 

February 20 
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   On March 26 and 27,  all ninth graders 
statewide will embark on a new journey.      
   This will be the first opportunity they 
will have to take the English I Writing 
and Reading End of Course assessment 
(EOC) under the new mandated State  
of Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR).   
   Beginning with this yearôs 9th graders, 
all students in grades 9-12 will have to 

satisfactorily meet the state determined passing standard 
on the following twelve core content EOCs: 

 
English I Writing & Reading    World Geography 
English II Writing & Reading    Algebra I 
English III Writing & Reading   Algebra II 
Biology      World History  
Geometry      Chemistry 
U.S. History      Physics 

 
The EOCôs for the remaining core subjects at the ninth 

grade level will take place later in the spring. 
Other key points to know about the EOC assessments 

include: 

Each of the assessments will have a strict, 4 hour 
time limit, unlike TAKS which had no time limit.   

Each student will need to meet a minimum cumula-
tive score for all three assessments in each of the 
four core areas.  That minimum cumulative score 
has not been established yet.  We know it will be 
totaled by adding the three passing scores for each 
core area.   

The minimum cumulative score needed will be 
greater than the sum of meeting just the minimum 
score on each of the three assessments in any and/
or all of the three assessments in the four core  
content areas, according to TEA.  Not only does a 
student have to pass all three assessments in each 
area, he/she must do better than the minimum on at 
least one of the three assessments in each area to 
meet the minimum cumulative score.   

Are you confused yet?  If not, let me see what else I can 
do.   
By law, each EOC will count 15% of a studentôs final 

grade in the corresponding course and consequently will 
have an effect on a studentôs GPA.   

Students may retake any of these EOC exams as many 
times as they like but once a passing grade on an EOC 
has been earned, the additional EOC scores for the same 
course cannot change the studentôs final grade or GPA.   

Therefore, the only reason to retake any EOC is  
because a student has not passed it or they need to raise 
their score for the cumulative score in that core area, or 

the student failed the course and another greater score 
from an additional attempt would be high enough for the 
15% to cause the student to gain credit for the course.  

Because of the fact that the state is allowing local dis-
tricts to assign standard number scores to the scaled 
score earned on each EOC, GISD has developed and  
approved a policy that clearly outlines how these grades 
will be assigned and also how the 15% rule will be calcu-
lated and rolled into the final grade.  

The policy also outlines how it affects students who 
transfer or move into our district in high school.  Please 
note that there are some special rules and regulations that 
may apply to some Students being served through Special 
Education.  The ARD committee will determine the path to 
take with these students on an individual basis. 

Please click on the link below to see the new STAAR/
EOC policy in full. 

 

http://www.gunterisd.org/Student-Parent/EOCPolicy-
Nov2011.pdf 

 

I know that you may have many questions concerning 
this topic.  Please feel free to call the high school or email 
me.  I will be happy to try to answer any questions you 
may have. 
   

 

. 

Mr. Teems 

STAAR/EOC Almost Upon Us  
By GHS Principal Kelly Teems  

   GIFT is selling GT window decals for 

$10 this year as part of the organizationõs 

10-year anniversary celebration.  

   If you would  like a decal, contact Connie  

Williams at 903-433-4750.  

Get your  

GT decals! 
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GISD School Board 

Monday, January 23, 2012  
 
5:30pm ï Board Appreciation Dinner provided by the FFA Alumni. 
 

6:00pm ï Kerfoot Meeting 

The Board conducted the January Kerfoot meeting to approve scholarships.  Over 44 $500.00 scholarships were requested 

along with 40 $750.00 scholarships.  A total of $52,000.00 was requested in Kerfoot scholarships for the fall semesters. 
 

6:30pm ï Regular Board Meeting  
 

AUDIT REPORT 

Steve Davis from Morgan, Davis and Co. was present to go over the financial audit for the 2010-2011 fiscal year. Mr. Davis 

reported that through the independent audit report that there were no findings related to the financial statements which are 
required to be reported in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. 

 

RECOGNITIONS 

Each campus presented items of appreciation to the board for the hard work and dedication toward the students and staff of 

GISD. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

Financial Report for December 2011 was given: Budget Report, Revenue and Expenditure Reports, Lunchroom Revenue 

and Expenditure Report, Revenue Prior Year Comparison, and Investment Summary Report ( General operating report,  
Interest and sinking report, Grayson County COOP report, Workers Compensation report) 

Current Enrollment Update: GISD- 842, High School -301, Middle School ï 246, Elementary ï 295. 

ADA and FTE Summary Report for the 3rd Six Weeks 

 ADA ï 790  

Capital Improvement Options: 

Discussed the possibility of selling a portion of the remaining bonds for potential capital improvements. The Board was 
given a survey to complete that is aligned with the Community Facility Group Improvement List. The survey will help the 
board come to a consensus on potential capital improvements. Projected timelines were provided to the board. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 

Joint Dinner with Tioga ISD Board ï February 6 @ Tioga 

February Board Meeting:  February 16 @ 6 pm 

March Board Meeting:  March 22 @ 6 pm 

Budget Work Shop Date:  March 2012 - TBD 
 

CONSENT AGENDA/ROUTINE BUSINESS 

Minutes and Billing for December 2011 were approved from Special Public Hearing ñAEISò Minutes, Regular Board Meeting 

Minutes, Amendments. 
 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

The Board approved the 2010-2011 Audit as presented by Steve Davis. 

The Board approved the Resolution that would allow Dr. Kelly Martin, Board President to sign the joint election agreement 

with the City of Gunter for the May 12, 2012 Election. 

The Board approved the ñJoint Election Agreementò between the City of Gunter and Gunter Independent School District for 

the May 12, 2012 Election. 

The Board approved the following recommended TASB Policy changes: 

 DFF Termination of Employment Reduction in Force 
 DFFA Reduction in Force Financial Exigency 
 DFFB Reduction in Force Program Change 
 DFFC   Reduction in Force Continuing Contracts 

The Board approved the revisions to EIC (LOCAL) Policy for Academic Achievement Class Ranking. 

The Board approved the Carl and Gladys Kerfoot Trust Resolution to appoint Wells Fargo Company as the Scholarship  

Selection Committee to alleviate any conflict of interest. 
 

PERSONNEL 

The board conducted the annual evaluation of the Superintendent and extended his contract. 

The board accepted resignations from Raquel Merriman and Fancy Johnson. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Regular meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:30 pm. 
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CHLDCARE PROVIDED FOR 1 - 6 YR OLDS THAT ARE ATTENDING WITH A POKENO PARTICIPANT.  
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   The 8th Grade students scored big in the first semester by  

participating in the òScore for Your Schooló program sponsored 

by Frito Lay. The students collected the wrappers from Frito 

Lay products used in the GMS cafeteria and submitted codes 

daily. They were able to collect almost 1,000 product codes and, 

along with collections from the high school, earned Gunter ISD 

a cash prize of $2,500.  

RIGHT: Cade Meyerdirk and Matt McAllister  

enter codes for Score for Your School.  

Order your Singing Valentine! 
Your valentine will be serenaded by members of our High School and Middle School Choirs,  

AND  receive a goody bag filled with chocolates and a balloon all for just $10!  

Delivery during the evenings of February 10, 12, 14 and at school on February 13. 
 

Recipientõs Name: _______________________________________________________    Grade_______ 

Purchased by:  __________________________________________________________ 

Delivery Instructions:  ______  (   ) Elementary Campus - delivered during recipientõs P.E. time 

    ______  (   ) Middle School Campus - delivered during recipientõs lunchtime 

   ______  (   ) High School Campus - delivered during recipientõs lunchtime 
 

Evening Delivery Address for February 10th, 12th  and 14th  delivery: 

(Gunter area only)______________________________________________________________________ 

Song Choices  

Ǐ As Long as You Love Me, BackStreet Boys     Ǐ I Think I Love You , Partridge Family     

Ǐ L-O-V-E, Nat King Cole  Ǐ Youõll Be in My Heart, Disneyõs Tarzan movie       

Ǐ Canõt Help Falling in Love With You, Elvis 

 

Elementary students may choose from the following: 

Ǐ Whole New World , Disneyõs Aladdin         Ǐ Youõll Be in My Heart, Disneyõs Tarzan 

     Ǐ Can You Feel the Love Tonight , Disneyõs Lion King 

We appreciate your support! 
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MATH TEAM 
 

   Ms. Thompson and Mrs. Hindman 

took four members of the Math Team to 

compete in a practice UIL meet at  

Argyle High School on January 21.   

   Competing in both Number Sense 

and Mathematics were Kevin Weast, 

Austin Barnett, Monica Hall, and Derek 

Hall.   

   Monica Hall placed 6th among other 

11th graders in Number Sense.  Way to 

go, Monica!  The next competition will 

be on March 3 and then on to the  

district UIL meet after spring break.   

   Banking on the Future is a program given to every 11th grader at 

GHS. The basics of finance and banking are taught by Andy Bardach in 

a six weeks course that has been offered for the past two years.  

   The students are exposed to finance vocabulary, and learn about 

checking and savings accounts, interest rates, simple loans and how 

banks operate.  

   Mr. Bardach presents the information in a practical and interactive 

manner which helps the students relate to the financial  

situations of every day life. The program is also relevant because of  

todayôs economic trends and the financial issues discussed in the  

current presidential debates. 

   ABOVE: Mr. Bardach with one of the Banking on the Future classes.  

Bank on it! 

   Krissi Dallas, a Tate Publishing au-

thor and Texas resident, visited stu-

dents at GHS recently  to discuss her 

novels, as well as motivations for 

reading. 

   She gave an overview of the Phan-

tom Island series, which includes the 

fantasies Windchaser, Windfall , and 

the soon to be released Watercrossing. 

   Krissi donated the first two novels to 

the high school and middle school  

libraries.     

   Get to know her better by  

v isi t ing her of f ic ial  website: 

www.krissidallas.tateauthor.com.  

   LEFT: Krissi (center) with GHS Eng-

lish teacher Jill Dodd and students. 

Author makes stop at GHS  
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   If you have a student that will be enrolling in college this  

summer or next fall, please consider joining Jacob Waggoner 

and local financial aid professionals for an opportunity to get 

started on the F.A.F.S.A. 

   We will be hosting two workshops in February with help from 

the Austin College Office of Financial Aid and Grayson County 

College Office  of  Financial Aid.  Please  take  advantage of this 

opportunity to interact with these experts as you help  

your   students  find  the  funds that they  may need  to help  pay  

for college. 

   The workshops will be held in the GHS computer labs on the 

following dates: 
 

Thursday, February 2,  6-7:30pm 

This meeting will cover: 

FAFSA and Financial Aid issues 

Opportunity to work on or complete college applications 

Q&A Session 

 

Thursday, February 9, 6-8:00pm 

This meeting will cover: 

FAFSA and Financial Aid issues 

Opportunity to work on or complete college applications 

Q&A Session 

Local Scholarship: GIFT and Kerfoot  (7:30-8:00pm) 

   Families will have access to computers during the workshops 

so that we can provide on-the-spot assistance with questions and 

concerns that may arise in relation to the FAFSA and college 

applications.  Items to bring with you include: 

Current 2011 tax returns if available (if not available please 

bring your 2010 tax return) 

Pen and Paper 

Questions you may have about the F.A.F.S.A and financial 

aid and local scholarships. 
 

   Computers will also be available to students needing to work 

on or submit their college applications if they havenôt done so 

already.   

   If you have a Junior student that will be interested in Dual 

Credit classes during their Senior year,  please consider  

joining us for help in completing the Texas Common Appli-

cation required by Grayson County College. 
 

   Please call or email Jacob Waggoner with any questions you 

may have. 

jwaggoner@gunterisd.org 

903-433-1542 

Evenings to discuss F.A.F.S.A  (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)  

and local scholarships (GIFT & Kerfoot) 

School 

Board  

Appreciation  
    

   Members of the GHS 

FFA brought dinner, ca-

tered by the FFA 

Alumni, to the School 

Board meeting on  

January 23, as part of  

Texas School Board  

Appreciation Month.  

   All three campuses 

presented the board 

members with tokens of 

appreciation for their 

time and dedication to 

the students of GISD.  

   BACK ROW (Left to Right) Greg Hunsaker, Board members Dr. Gary Harris, Dr. Kelly Martin, 

Ron Box, L.D. Byrd, Rusty Arrington, Steve Smith and Superintendent Kevin Worthy. MIDDLE 

ROW: Bethany Rodarmer, Victoria Osbourne, Morgan Watson, Jessica Massey. FRONT ROW: 

Clint Reed, Justin Crow, Ross OõHanlon and Justyn Davis. 

mailto:jwaggoner@gunterisd.org
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH  

Fifth Grade:   Tori Gittens  

   Emilie Nelson  

   Clay Banks  
 

Sixth Grade:   Angel Fuentes  

   Rebecca Blessing  

   Madison Barta  
 

Seventh Grade:  Alma Mercado  
 

Eighth Grade:   Destiny Caperton  

 

Meet Your New PTO  
 

 Gunter Middle School parents attending 

a choir concert in December voted in  

officers for the newly reformed Gunter  

Parent -Teacher Organization. They are:  

 

 Haunani Shipper, President  

shipcomm@solbroadband.com 

903-433-2526 
 

 Lee Franze, Vice President  

Eafranze@aol.com 

903-433-1389 

 

 Shari Meyerdirk, Treasurer  

Sdmmassage@solbroadband.com 

214-762-2234 

 

 Julie Whitemyer, Secretary  

sdwhit@solbroadband.com 

214-733-2215 

 

 Ann Vulpitta, Volunteer Coordinator  

annvulpitta@celinaisd.com  

972-824-6044 

 

 Questions and comments on how to  

better the school for our students are  

always welcome, as are volunteers! Look 

for volunteer opportunities in the coming 

months.  

 

 Also on the horizon is a PTO webpage 

that will be accessed through the middle 

school website. 

GMS Cheerleader Sign-ups 

The Gunter Middle School will hold 

tryouts for next yearõs combined  

7th and 8th grade cheer squad.  

The sign-up period will be from  

Tuesday, February 14 through 

Wednesday, February 22. The sign-up 

sheet will be located in the middle 

school office.  

All students interested in trying out for the middle school cheer 

squad must sign up during this time period in order to proceed 

with the tryout process. For more information, please contact Sara 

McCarty at smccarty@gunterisd.org or 903-433-4750.  

   Fifth Graders Ana 

Mercado, Aust in 

Gaines and Hannah 

Kelley experiment 

with force and motion 

in Mrs. Bonôs Science 

Lab. 

May the 

force be  

with you 

mailto:shipcomm@solbroadband.com
mailto:Eafranze@aol.com
mailto:Sdmmassage@solbroadband.com
mailto:sdwhit@solbroadband.com
mailto:annvulpitta@celinaisd.com
mailto:smccarty@gunterisd.org
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Watch for packets of postcards GMS students will bring 
home February 13 for a fundraiser hosted by the PTO. 

�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V���G�R�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�L�V���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U��
but instead are asked to complete the postcards and return 
them to the school. The postcards will then be mailed to the 
addressees to see ifany are interested in purchasing or  
renewing magazines.  

Addresses will not be compiled and will not be sold to 
other companies. The PTO will receive $5.50 for each packet 
of postcards returned to the school. 

Students returning postcards will have their names put 
into a drawing for a 3-foot robot that will be on display at the 
school. The company facilitating the fundraiser also is  
providing other fun giveaways for participating students.  

And, if the mailed postcards result in at least two  
magazine sales, the student will receive a SpongeBob  
T-shirt. 

Thanks for your support on this fundraiser, which will 
benefit the school and students. If you have any questions, 
please contact Haunani Shipper at 903-433-2526. 

   As part of their Astronomy 

�8�Q�L�W�� �L�Q�� �0�U�V���� �0�X�U�S�K�\�¶�V�� �F�O�D�V�V���� �W�K�H��
8th graders enjoyed participat-

ing in a presentation by Jack 

Barton, Director of Three  

Rivers Foundation -  Astronomy 

Campus, west of Quanah.  

   Later that evening, the  

students had a Star Party on 

Marilee Road where they  

 looked through telescopes, 

learned about constellations and 

munched on Galaxy Dogs,  

Meteorite Chips, Starburst 

candy and Moonpies.  

Postcards for Cash 

Choir Solo and Ensemble 

   Members of the GMS Choir participated in a Solo 

and Ensemble Contest recently. They are FRONT 

ROW (Left to Right) Austin Gittens, Haegan Jones, 

Mitch McConnell, Cade Meyerdirk, Jared Taylor. 

BACK ROW: Lauren Baird, Abigail Bon, Conner 

Clement, Emily Price, Molly Mikulastik, Blakely 

Hogan. Not pictured: Jackie Valadez. 


